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The Goanna was Hungry is the latest book to be 
published through the Community Literacy Project, 
which is part of the work the Indigenous Literacy 
Foundation (ILF) does in remote communities 
around Australia. The book is written and illustrated 
by children from Tjuntjuntjara, Mt Margaret and Menzies remote communities who attended 
a 5-day writing camp on Spinifex Country with two of Australia’s best-loved 
authors/illustrators, Ann James and Sally Morgan. 
 
In this stunning collection of stories you’ll encounter tales of friendship and loyalty, 
experiments that go badly wrong, a battle over a dinosaur bone, and a mysterious bowl. 
Then there’s that very scary goanna who is just a little bit hungry. 
 
The ILF is a not-for-profit charity that has delivered over 150,000 free and culturally 
appropriate books to more than 250 remote Indigenous communities and service 
organisations across Australia. Their Community Literacy Projects focus on publishing books 
that are written or developed by community members. These books, many of which have 
been written by children, recognise the importance of community stories and have positive 
literacy outcomes. 
 
There is great value in publishing stories from remote Indigenous and Torres Strait Islander 
communities. The whole process, from beginning to end, is a wonderful, positive experience 
for the young authors who feel excited about literacy and come to realise they can become 
anything they want when they’re older. As illustrator Ann James says, “To ask one, ‘What 
might you like to be?’ and to be told quietly, shyly, ‘An artist,’ – is the BEST thing!” 
 
In its five years as a foundation, the ILF has published and funded over 44 community 
literacy projects, many of which have been published in first languages. 
 
The Goanna was Hungry is available to order from: www.ilf.org.au	   
 
For further information about the ILF and their Community Literacy Projects please 
contact Karen Williams | P: 02 9280 0644 | E: karen@ilf.org.au  
 
For media enquiries please contact Debbie McInnes, DMCPR Media | 02 9550 9207 | E: 
debbie@dmcpr.com.au  
 


